Vigo Co. 
residents. 


{ i V e j q 
ee of the 18th hmendm t to 
the Constitution came just short of 
15 years after manufacture, dis- 
tricution and sale of alcoholic 
beverages had been outlawed. 
Other than living through the 
period “legal” whiskey and beer 
was not available, there are some 
memories of prohibition and the 
repeal. 

During the prohibition era, 
bootleggers, rum-running, booze, 
bathtub gin, white lightning, 
entered conversation at every level. 
Treasury men (T-men) were em- 
povvered to enforce the lavv. Doctors 
could prescribe whiskey for 
medicinal purposes, and / drug 
stores always had two or three 
pints on hand. 

Drug stores also sold gin drops 
and gallon jugs of distilled water. 
The alcohol was bought from a 
bootlegger, the three were mixed 
and — voila — bathtub gin. 

There were stills in Vigo County 
— in fact, in most Indiana counties. 


Dubois County (county seat — . 


Jasper) was noted for its bootleg 
whiskey and alcohol. These 
roducts were shipped far and wide 
y the distributors, the bootleg- 
gers. Those who owned and 
operated the stills usually sold to 
bootleggers who had outlets and 
networks of runners delivering the 
products. 


_ largest in the state. Law enforce- 
— ment officers made periodic raids 


Hi 


Some time ago, we wrote of a 


60,000-gallon still being found in 
Nevins township, probably the 


“on both stills and retail outlet 


= 


courts would levy. „fir 

0 to 90-day jail sentences, ane 
firms would be back in busin 

Bootleggers were often located 
tħe country, on not 3 
travelled roads, but the buyer could 
always find the way. Red Baile 
Buster Clark, the Cassell brothers 
were among those in and near 
Terre Haute. The Rex Club just 
south of Maple Avenue on about 
30th Street was a favorite spot, in 
the basement of a modest! 
bungalow. 

Vermillion County also had. 


While beer was available, it was 
some months before whiskey, gin, 
| Scotch and other distilled 
beverages were available for the 


public. Naturally, wholesale beer 


"distributors were Democrat, a 
situation that existed until the 
ection of a Republican governor 
some years later. At that time an 
agreement was reached to have two 
owners, or a corporation, with both 
Democrat and Republicans in- 
volved. 

Liquor wholesalers were 
-established on largely the same 
‘basis, the “marriages” coming 
later. The first store in Terre Haute 

to sell liquor at retail was Shandy’s 
Drug store at Third and Main. 


several outlets, around Blanford, | 
west of Clinton and west of | 


Fairview Park: Wine was a 
favorite, as this was a natural | 
product of the area — even during 
prohibition. 

, Fraklin D. Roosevelt legalized 
the manufacture and sale of beer 
Shortly after taking office, and 
within a few months the Terre 
Haute Brewing Co. had Cham- 
agne. Velvet on the market in 
Terre Haute. A beer wagon, loaded 
with kegs of beer and pulled by a 
team of horses, led the parade 


| 


| 


welcoming. beer back to Terre | 


Haute and Indiana. 


"Although Indiana approved re- 
peal early, it was necessary to have 


law regarding sale, distribution, | 


taxing, brewing and distilling and 

icensing of alcoholic beverages. A 
егте Haute attorney, Тот O’Mara 
was among stalwart Democrat 
attorneys writing the law. 
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When Prohibition Passed? >) 


ud 4261 ıq EAS uet S 8 19075 : 
By RICHARD С. TUTTLE |Sts., and ths People’s Brewerv|ly Indiana Distilling Co. until 
Star Staff Writer on So. n St. near what is acquired by acid and Com- 
s : now Fairbanks Park. imercial Distilling Co. at Prair- 
ə "lan Le There were also distilleries.!ieton Ave. and Demorest. 
Haute when prohibition Was: These produced whiskey and (Commercial Solvents produc- 
passed by Congress? jalechol. Merchants Distilling’ tion was .ptimarily alcohol, for 
At the time, there were two Со. at lst and Hulman Sts.:!the- war and other industries: 
breweries, the Terre Haute Commercial Soivents Corp.. 1stjas well as solvents. : 
Brewing Co., 9th and Poplar and Washington Ave., original | mo mn 
vn iy X E While hundreds were sudden-i 
«ly faced with the prospect ої 
{‘no jobs’ as soon as Congress 
| passed the 18th amendment. it. 
was most ditficult to believe a 
i sufficient number?” of states 
a would -ratify the proposal and 
factually force the nation to go, 
‘dry’. But it all happened} 
j Other than industrial employ- 
ment, there was a considerable | 
number, of men employed in, 
taverns, or who were owners of 
ttaverns. And there was a good. 
ly number of such operations, 
many of them the neighborhood | 
"type serving beer, wine and} 
' whiskey, with possibly free 
lunch on the bar, 

In those days. the customer | 
could carry his drink from bar; 
to table or wherever, stand | 
while he drank, and pay 5 cents 
for beer and perhaps 15 cents 


* See PROHIBITION 
On Page 11, Columa FL 
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Prohibition 
Й Ч) il ı 10) iSorley's ale. The original bar|marks in residences in that 


с lid Froid Wy) 

"tot a shot of whiskey. Many! 
larger taverns bought Фа" 
whiskey’ by the barrel, and 
most: beer was ‘on tap’. Even 
the beer consumed at home was 
often from the 'growler' filled 
from the tap at ihe corner 
saloon. And young Johnny 
could go down, buy the beer 
and bring it home, served 
standing outside the door. He 
‘wasn't allowed inside, 

Replicas of the old-time sa- 
loon are being fashioned in the | 
“Old Towns" and ‘“‘Gaslight | 
Villages" being developed mn 
larger communities like Chica- 
go, St. Louis, Philadelphia апа! 
others. . | 
' ++ + ! 

But nu matier how much ef- 
fort is made, the reproduction 
falls short of the atmosphere 
and character of the saloon.; 
The real old-timers had char- 
acter and atmosphere, much 
of it supplied by the sun 
„About the time of prohibition, 
there were 300 saloons in Terre| 
Haute, 


'and the “Blazing Stump" back 


i There were a few saloons that 


eighty-five years. It was stag,| mobs, exchanged a few shots. 
strictly so, and served ale, Mc-|For a long time. the bullet 


was there for its entire life ої | neighborhood were viewed by 
more (han 120 years. many local citizens. 

Probably the two closest; There were a few mysterious 
modern facsimiles to McSor-| murders here blamed vighily. 
leys in the Terre Haute areal or wrongly. on the East St. 


were Billy Joyce's post-repeali Louis “Sheltons, or the Capone | V 


"Rustic Cafe" in Rose THE - 

ə е Bootleggers were located оп 
of the jail on Wabash Avenue.! country roads, and in town. 
These were open during pro-İ Most of them operated іп 
hibition, serving ‘near beer’. а! homes, with the kitchen used 
de-alcoholized malt beverage.|as the bar room. Some were 
> 3 that! in well-equipped basement 
remained open during the ‘dry’! rooms, and could serve 40-75 
era, serving soft drinks and the! people. 


near-beer”, | Home brew was the malt bev- 

Shortly following the dryinglerage, with "white lightnin” ”, 
up of the drinking spas, ihe Jasper corn, moonshine, or corn 
sheriff became very busy seek-|squeezin's the more potent bev- 
ing stills, arresting still opera-|erage. Some had whiskey 
tors, those who sold the bever-' brought in from Canada. and 


;|age. both at wholesale and re-!this could cost 35 to 50 cents a 


tail, and the aptly named “rum |shot. But it was "legal" whiskey; 
runners". The Vigo.County jail'in Canada, bottled and labeled,| 
had its third floor reserved for|and not apt to cause blindness 
the Federal prisoners. as all of or premature paralysis. This 
these violators had broken the'was smuggled into the United 


"woozy" if they happened to| Roosevelt decreed beer could be 


drink from an alcoholinfected| made and sold legally, and the 
stream. ‘machinery was started in Con- 
Legal whiskey was ,available| gress to nullify the 18th amend 


İfrom drug stores with a doc-İ ment. 

itor's prescription. The amount| “John Barleycorn” was never 
! prescribed vanged [rom 8 ounces| dead, only sent *underground' in 
‘to 16 ounces, and was labeled|today's terminology. by a Con- 


ith directions for use. gress heset upon by the VVCTU, 
The 18th amendment to the|many church organizations, and 
Constitution became effective| the ‘blue stockings’. This is not 
Jan. 16, 1920. It was introduced] to say there are no problems to- 
in Congress on Dec. 18. 1917, 36;day with alcoholic beverages. 
states completed ratification) The death of prohibition also 
dan. 29, 1919. ; affected Terre Haute, and that's 
The “repealer" of the 18th. the; another topic, another day. 
21st amendment, was introduced; ^ — " E — 


iin Congress in Feb. 1933, and: 


was certified as°36 siaies api 
proving it on Dec. 5, 1933. Final. 
ratification was by 38 slates. and 
S. Carolina rejected it. North 
Carolina refusing to have a con 

vention for ratification. | 


БЕСЕ Е | 
Prohibition was а miserable 


failure. Drinking did not stop, 
as the Women’s Christian Tem- 
perance Union and strong)’ 
church zealots had said it 
would. And much of the alco-' 


federal law. 
E KE 
Terre Haute became a ‘cross- 
roads’ for the gangs from Chi- 


One of the entertaining books| cago going to and from the 
written on saloons was McSor-|souh o buy ‘moonshine’, and|90 days or maybe a year and al for the states and federal gov- 
leys Wonderful Saloon" .by|those from St. Louis driving day in jail or prison. The stills] ernment. R | 
John Mitchell. The saloon ac-|east and south to get the same; were" destroyed, the contents} The election of Franklin Del-| 
tually exised in he Bowery|product. Once, at 5th and Pop- 


of lower Manhattan, and was|lar streets, 


in the same family more than! men and those of St. Louis 


some of Capone's 


iStates at various spots along: 


the border. dangerous, resulting in early 
m au | blindness and severe. internal 
Bootleggers were usually fined| problems besides gang wars. 
in court, and sentenced to 30 or| Paralysis. and no revenue taxes 


holic beverage was actually 


emptied “in sewers or nearby|ano Roosevelt brought an end to| 
streams. Farmers often found|the 'noble experiment'. Withinl 
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the 'noble enc Withini 
a short time after taking office. 


Community Affairs File 


ry 


PERI 


DO Nor GNC 


Report makes 


Community Affairs File 
v/ £) 


One of the it nd in the 
recent “search-cleaning” process 
as discussed in a recent column, 
was the 
typewritten re- 
port of Vigo 
County Sheriff 
Joe Dreher 
covering the 
raid on a still 
near Burnett 
in Nevins 
township. The 
report was 
typewritten, 
single-spaced TUTTLE 
on one sheet of paper, to the 
Treasury Department, U.S. 
Prohibition Service. 

The opening paragraph reads "I, 
Joe Dreher (sheriff of Vigo County, 
Ind.) will. testify that on the 
morning of July 18, 1929, |, in 
company with my deputies, Joe 
Dreher Jr., Tom Dallas, Harry 
Beauchamp and Richard Lark vvent 
to the premises occupied by 
George Aiduks for the purpose of 
executing a state search vvarrant 
on said premises vvhich are 
located near vvhat is knovvn as 
Burnett, Ind., in Vigo County.” 

The report further outlines what 
happend4d, briefly. All the men on 
“the premises гап, апа two — John 
Barrale and Ivan W. Money — 
were apprehended. George 
Aiduks was recognized by one of 
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хе deputies, but Aiduks escaped 
with another man. Later, accord- 
ing to newspaper reports, Aiduks 
was arrested. 

According to the report, a large 
alcohol still and a quantity of mash 
in vats, along with other equip- 
ment and devices used in the 
"unlawful manufacture of liquor,” 
were found. 

The report continues, im- 
mediately telephoned prosecuting 
attorney Littlefield and informed 
him of the circumstances and 
advised him to get in touch with 
federal officers. We remained at 
the still and guarded same until 
about 2 p.m. in the afternoon 
when the first federal officers 
arrived and took charge. We 
remained throughout the after- 
noon and aided in dismantling the 
still and destruction of -equip- 
ment.” 

During the time the county 
officers vvere on the scene, the 
report states a large G.M.C. truck 
arrived, but the driver ran. A large 
quantity of sugar, yeast and cans 
were loaded on the truck. 
Newspaper reports indicated that 
a ton of sugar and many five- 
gallon cans were used in the 
operation. 

The still had a capacity of 60,000 
gallons, but would produce less as 
there was not enough storage of 


ayi 


60,000 gallons of mash or alcohol. . 


This particular operation was 
the largest uncovered, to that date, 
in Indiana during the prohibition 
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era, which ended with the election 
of President Franklin D. Roosevelt 
in 1932. Other stills were found in 
Vigo County, others in Nevins 
township, as well as Fayette and 
Sugar Creek townships. Bootleg- 
gers operated in all townships, 
were frequently raided and the 
operators jailed. 

Federal prisoners were housed 
on the third floor of the old jail, 
while local and state prisoners 
were on the first and second cell 
block tiers. . Federal prisoners 
violating the Volstead Act received 
sentences up to a year and a day, 

seldom much more than that, 

often only six months. Fines 
ranged from $500 upward, accord- 
ing to the size of the operation, 
and frequency of violations. 

The prohibition era, about 15 
years of experiment, was a failure, 
aiding and abetting the creation of 
gangs and mobs which today 
continue to demand time, effort 
and money of law enforcement 
officers and the judiciary. 
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The Swope Gallery is to be 
commended for bringing the St. 
Louis Levee Jazz Band to Terre 
Haute. The Zorah Shrine has been 
the only sponsor for years, and 
those devotees of real jazz should 
take advantage of this opportuni- 
ty. The band, formed and led by 
tuba player "Red" Lehr, is great. 


Tuttle is a retired assistant editor 
of The Tribune-Star. 


